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Visvesvaraya Technological University
(State University of Government of Karnataka Established as per the VI'U Act, 1994)
“Jnana Sangama” Belagavi-590018, Karnataka, India

Prof. B. E. Rangaswamy Phone: (0831) 2498100
REGISTRAR Fax : (0831)2405467
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NOTIFICATION

Sub: Ph.D-2023. Regulation (Minimum Standards and Procedure for the Award of Ph.D. Degree) reg...

This is a reference to the subject cited above, the Ph.D-2023. Regulation (Minimum Standards and Procedure for
the Award of Ph.D. Degree) with Research Center, Supervisor, and Scholars. All Research centers are requested
to intimate the necessary steps to implement the new regulations for the award of Ph.D., and the copy is available
for reference at VTU web portal.

This would be in effect from the date of this notification with supersession of the VTU Ph.D. Degree

Regulations, 2020 and its amendments, including all other previous Regulations for awarding Ph.D

Degrees,
The contents of this notification may be brought to the notice of all the concerned, Q
" 23\0a[37
REGISTRAR

To,
1. The Principal of all Affiliated, Autonomous, and Constituent Colleges under the ambit of VTU, Belagavi. 2k 5""2
2. All Chairpersons of Department VTU Belagavi.
3. The Heads of Recognized Research Centers of VTU.
4. The Regional Director (I/c), of VTU’s Regional Office at Bengaluru, Belagavi, Kalaburagi, and Mysuru.
5. The Director, R&D, VTU, Belagavi for information.
6. The Director (I/c), ITISMU VTU, Belagavi for information and uploading on a website.

Copy to:

1. The Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, through the Secretary to VC, VTU, Belagavi
2. The Registrar's office, VTU, Belagavi for information

3. The Registrar (Evaluation), VTU, Belagavi for information

4. Office copy.
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Preamble:

Knowledge creation and research are critical to growing and sustaining a large and
vibrant economy. uplifting society, and continuously inspiring a Nation to achieve
even greater heights. A University has only one definition worldwide. namely, a
multidisciplinary institution of higher learning that offers undergraduate, graduate, and
Ph.D. programmes, and engages in high-quality teaching and research. Doctoral
education in large multi-disciplinary Universities., while providing rigorous research-
based specialization. would also provide opportunities for multidisciplinary work. in
academia, government and industry. The NEP- 2020 mandates that Universities shall
plan to make professional education become an integral part of the overall higher
education system. This suggests that all higher education programmes shall significantly
involve critical and interdisciplinary thinking and research. Hence, to regulate, in an
orderly manner, the process of admission, registration of students. assessment of research
progress, enable students to conduct quality research with in the specified period, and
fairly adjudicate the thesis to award Research degree in Visvesvaraya Technological
University (VTU), with due consideration to the NEP-2020 policy. and applicable
Regulations of UGC., in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 22 of UGC Act
1956 and under the powers conferred by sub-section (1) & (2) of Section 7 of the VTU
Act, 1994, with supersession of the VTU Ph.D. Degree Regulations, 2020 and its
amendments, including all other previous Regulations for awarding Ph.D Degrees, the
University hereby makes the following Regulations. namely:-

1. SHORT TITLE, APPLICATION, AND COMMENCEMENT

(1) These Regulations may be called Visvesvaraya Technological University (Minimum
Standards and Procedure for Award of Ph.D. Degree) Regulations — 2023.

(2) These Regulations shall apply to all Ph.D. Programmes conducted at the Visvesvaraya
Technological University, its constituent Colleges, VTU approved Research Centers,
and all other Colleges affiliated to VTU.,

(3) These Regulations shall also be applicable to the Candidates seeking registration and
admitted for Ph.D. in the Faculty of Engineering, Faculty of Architecture, Faculty of
Applied Science, Faculty of Management, and Interdisciplinary Subject Areas.

(4) They shall come into force from the date of their Notification by the University.
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2. DEFINITIONS

(1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,

1.

17.

18.

19.

“Academic Integrity” means the intellectual honesty in proposing, performing, and
reporting any activity, which leads to the creation of intellectual property.
“Academic Senate (AS)” means the Academic Authority of the University.
“Academic Year” means two consecutive semesters (one odd followed by one even)
that constitute one academic year.

“Act” means the Visvesvaraya Technological University Act, 1994.

“ADF" (Formerly NDF) means AICTE Doctoral Fellowship to seek admission to
Ph.D.programme.

“Adjunct Faculty”™ means a part-time or contingent instructor, but not full-time
faculty member hired to teach by the University or a College.

“Admission Committee” means the Committee constituted by the Vice Chancellor for
carrying out admission of candidates for Ph.D. programme and other related work.
“AICTE” means the All India Council for Technical Education established at New
Delhi by an Act of Parliament in 1987.

“AJU” means Association of Indian Universities is an Organization and Association
of major Universities in India. It evaluates the courses, syllabi, standards, and credits
of foreign Universities pursued abroad and equates them in relation to various courses
offered by Indian Universities.

“College" means an institution engaged in higher education and/ or research, either
established by a University as its constituent unit or is affiliated with it.

_ «Course” means one of the specified units which go to comprise a programme of

study.

_ «Course Work™ means courses of study prescribed by the Faculty of Studies/ Research

Centre/Department to be undertaken by a student registered for the Ph.D. programme.

“Credit” means the number of hours of instruction required per week over the

duration of a semester. A three-credit course in a semester means three one hour
lectures per week, with each one-hour lecture counted as one credit.

_ «Cumulative Grade Point Average(CGPA) "means a measure of the overall cumulative

performance of a student over all semesters. The CGPA is the ratio of total credit points
secured by a student in various courses in all semesters and the sum of the total credits
of all courses in all semesters. It is expressed up to two decimal places.

_ “Dean” means the senior most Dean of Faculties at the University.
. “Degree means a degree awarded by the University in accordance with the provisions

of section 22 (3) of the UGC Act.

“Distance Education Bureau (DEB)” means a Bureau of UGC (Earlier to 2012, it was
called Distance Education Council (DEC)).

“Discipline” means a Faculty/ Domain area of Ph.D. Programme, for example,
Engineering, Management, Science, Commerce, Law etc.

“DOI” means Digital Object Identifier, is a unique permanent alphanumeric string
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(e.g.. DOL: 10.1109/1CCSRE.2019.8807726) assigned by a publisher for identifying
an article and to provide a persistent link to its location on the Internet. The DOI will
be with the article itself. usually on the first page somewhere, or in the header or
footer.

. “Executive Council (EC)” means the Executive Authority of the University, which is

the principal executive body of the University.

. “External examiner” means an academician/ researcher with published research work

who is not part of the Higher Educational Institution where the Research scholar has
registered for the Ph.D. programme.

“FIP" means the Faculty Improvement Programme of UGC.

“Foreign Educational Institution” means (i) an institution duly established or
incorporated in its Home country and offering educational programmes at the
undergraduate, postgraduate and higher levels in its home country and (ii) which
offers programme(s) of study leading tothe award ofa degree through
conventional face-to-face mode, but excluding distance, online, and ODL mode.

. “Foreign National (FN)" means a candidate who is from a foreign country and

includes Non-Resident Indians (NRI) and Persons of Indian Origin (P1O) status.

. “Google Scholar id™ means an identifier of a person, in the Google Scholar academic

search service. Google Scholar allows users to search a wide variety of materials
including articles. books. conference proceedings on a vast number of topics. It also
allows to know how many times an article has been cited and by whom and provides
citations for articles in several styles.

. “Grade Point™ means a numerical weight allotted to each letter grade on a 10-point

scale.

“Higher Educational Institution (HEI)" means a University or an institution specitied
under Section (2) of Regulation 1 of these Regulations.

“Interdisciplinary Research™ means research conducted by a Research Scholar in
two or more academic disciplines.

29, “Integrated Degree™ means a higher degree awarded combining the requirements of

two degrees in sequence conducted in a shorter time frame e.g: M.Sc.(Engg) by

research / M.Tech. along with Ph.D. degree in less than five years.

“Online Mode™ shall have the same meaning as defined under the UGC (Open and
Distance Learning Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulations 2020.

“Open and Distance Learning Mode” shall have the same meaning as defined under

the UGC (Open and Distance Learning Programmes and Online Programmes)

Regulations 2020.

. "ORCID", means Open Researcher and Contributor D, is used to identify a person

particularly who is an academic author. The ORCID ID is a 16-digit number that is
compatible with the ISO Standard (ISO 27729), e.g., https://orcid.org/0000-0001-
2345-6789.

. “Plagiarism™ means the practice of taking someone else’s work or idea and passing

them as one’s own.
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_ “Pre - Submission Colloquium™ means the presentation given by the Research
Scholar before the RAC. highlighting his/her research work before submission of the
final thesis.

. “Programme” means a planned series of events/activities comprising of a

combination of courses and activities leading to the award of Ph.D. Degree/

Integrated Ph.D Degree.

“Prospectus” means any document, whether in print or otherwise, issued for

providing fair and transparent information relating to a HEI and programmes, to the

general public (including to those seeking admission in such HEI) by the HEIs.

“QIP” means Quality Improvement Programme of the GOL.

“Registrar” and “Registrar (Evaluation)” mean respectively the Registrar and

Registrar (Evaluation) of the University.

“Research Advisory Committee (RAC)” means a committee constituted by the Vice

Chancellor to review the progress of each Research Scholar.

“Research Associate” means a Research Scholar registered under Full Time Ph.D.

category.

“Research Center (RC)” means an officially organized Center approved by the

University for the Scholars to pursue Ph.D. in an approved discipline.

_ «Research Scholar”™ means the status of a candidate who is registered for the Ph.D.
Programme after due selection process until he either successfully completes the final
viva-voce leading to Ph.D. or registration is cancelled.

_ “Research Supervisor” means a Faculty of the University or other Institutions or

individual Scholars found to be eligible for guiding the Research Scholars as per

UGC norms and approved by the RQAC of the University.

“Research Proposal” means a brief write-up giving an outline of the proposed

research work which the Research Scholar shall submit along with the

application for registration for Ph.D. programme.

. “Specialization”™ means a sub-discipline or branch of any Degree Programme like

Business Management, Marketing Management, Supply Chain Management in

MBA or CSE. ECE. MECH in Engineering and Technology.

“§COPUS/SCI/WOS Indexed Journals™ refers to journals of higher scientific

quality as compared to non-indexed journals. These are reputed professional

journals or literary journals or publications in which the research articles or papers
are selected for publication by a panel of expert referees in the field.

“Transcript and Grade Card™ means certificates issued to the successful candidates

after completion of their Course work. Based on the grades earned, a grade card

shall be issued to all the registered students after every semester. Transcript is a

consolidated certificate issued at the end of completing the coursework. The grade

card will display the programme details (Course code, title, number of credits, grade
secured) along with SGPA of that semester.

“Trans-Disciplinary Research” means the research carried out in a discipline

involving more than one discipline.
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49. “UGC™ means the University Grants Commission established at New Delhi, by an
Act of Parliament in 1956.

“UGC - CARE Approved Journals™ means journals selected by UGC to match
global standards of high-quality research in all academic disciplines under its
purview and to ensure prevention of academic misconduct that includes plagiarism
in academic writing among students, Research Scholars, and taculty. CARE stands
for Consortium for Academic and Research Ethics.

51. “University” means the Visvesvaraya Technological University established under

Section 3 of the Act.

h
=

52. *Vice Chancellor or VC” means the Vice Chancellor of the University.

53. “Viva-Voce™ means presentation of the research work by the Research Scholar
followed by question — answer session, in front of subject experts/examiners and
invited audience for assessment and examination.

54. "VTU-ETR" means VTU Eligibility Test for Research conducted by the
University for admitting Candidates to Ph.D. programme.

55. “Website” means the University website at www.vtu.ac.in  https:/

inanashodha.vtu.ac.

(2) Words and expressions used and not defined in these Regulations but defined in Act and

not consistent with these Regulations shall have the meanings assigned to them in that Act.
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REGULATIONS

23PHD 1.0. TITLE AND DURATION OF THE PROGRAMME

23PHD 1.1. The Programme of study, which is a Research Programme, shall be called the
Doctor of Philosophy degree, abbreviated as Ph.D.. followed by specialization
indicated within brackets.

23PHD 1.2. The duration of the Programme for Ph.D. degree:

(1) Ph.D. programme shall be for a minimum duration of three (03) years for Full-Time
and four (04) years for Part-Time, including course work, and a maximum
duration of six (06) years for all from the date of admission to the Ph.D. programme.

(2) Ph.D. Integrated Full-Time programme shall be for a minimum duration of five years
(05) (eg: M.Tech./M.Sc.(Engg.) with Ph.D)

(3) Provided. in exceptional circumstances, the University, on the recommendation of the
RAC and approval of the Vice Chancellor. may extend the duration of the Programme,
for a maximum period of another two (2) years. Provided. however. that the total
period for completion of a Ph.D. programme should not exceed eight (8) years
from the date of admission in the Ph.D. programme.

(4) The Research Scholar shall also pay the stipulated fee as fixed by the University for the
extended period. If the Research Scholar fails to submit his/her thesis within the
extended period, their Ph.D. registration shall lapse automatically.

(5) Provided further that, female Research Scholars and Persons with Disabilities (having
more than 40% disability) may be allowed an additional relaxation of two (2) years;
however. the total period for completion of a Ph.D. programme in such cases should
not exceed ten (10) years from the date of admission in the Ph.D. programme.

(6) Female Research Scholars may be provided Maternity Leave/ Child Care Leave for
up to 240 days in the entire duration of the Ph.D. programme.

23PHD 1.3. Annual Academic Calendar
The annual academic calendar of events in respect of the Programme of study approved
by the University, shall be notified at least a month before the commencement of each
academic year. It is mandatory for Research Scholars/ Research Supervisors/Principals
to strictly adhere to the Academic Calendar for completion of academic activities.
Academic Calendar shall be displayed on the Academic Office homepage of the
University website.

23PHD 2.0. ELIGIBILITY FOR ADMISSION

(1) The Ph.D. Programme shall be offered under two categories, Full-Time and Part-Time,
in the University departments, it’s constituent college, affiliated colleges and Research
Centres at other Institutes/ Industries.

Provided that the approved Research Centres. Faculty of Studies and the Research
Supervisors in the concerned Faculty are availabe.

(2) Students registered for M.Sc.(Engg.) by Research/M.Tech./M.Arch, are eligible to
upgrade their registration to Ph.D. programme as per 23PHD 2.1, as applicable based
on their performance on a case by case basis.Eligibility conditions for admission shall







